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DISCUSSION
Located on the Museumplein behind the Rijksmuseum the IAMSTERDAM sign is one of most popular photo opportunities within the city of Amsterdam. By compositing and overlaying 82
photos from different users, this collage reveals how people interact with the signage and with one another. The geometric typeface Avenir used in the IAMSTERDAM sign create nooks that
allow people to stand, rest, dangle, climb, and even conquer them (see the users on the letter “t”). Following the edges of each photo (made possible as a result of the transparency overlay)
also informs us of how the users take the photographs and the focus/scope of their work. By quantifying where each person is within the photo in relation to the IAMSTERDAM sign,
relationships such as which letters users are most likely to pose next to can be revealed as well.
Due to the properties inherent to transparency overlay method, there can be a plethora of different layer combinations all resulting in a new image. Above are (3) combinations of the 82 photos
sequenced. This method not only demonstrates the capabilities of using overlays but also reveals limitations --- it is graphically impossible to clearly represent all 82 photographs in one
image.
Another finding is how different gender groups engage with the IAMSTERDAM sign. Males are more likely to pose in areas that involve higher degrees of physical activity to reach than females
are (though this notion falls apart when applied to children). However, that is not to say that one group engages the signage in a “more”/“less” meaningful way than the other but rather, there
are some social patterns that can be identified specific to certain cultures or, or dare I say it, genders. In this specific sampling of 82 pictures, females are twice as likely to wedge and squeeze
themselves in-between the nooks of the letters than their male counter-parts, who prefer to climb and scale to the top of the sign.
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